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DLIRING THE YEAR 18°l 8 ASTRONOMERS AT
THEIR TELESCOPE W AN ASTOLINDING
SIG S MARS APPROACHED OPPOS ION,
THE WIQES OF THE ASTRONOMICAL EXCHANGE
CAME ALIVE WITH THE AMAZING STORY

HUGE OUT BREAK OF BRILLI ANT GAS, CHIEFLY
HYDROGEN, LIPON THE PLANET. ONE
ASTRONOMER COMPARED IT 1O A COLOSSAL
PUFF OF FLAME SUDDENLY AND LENTLY
SQUIRTING OUT OF THE PL. ANET "JLI5T LIKE
FLAMING GASES QLISHIN& OUT OF A GUN.*

NO ONE WOLILD HAVE BELIEVEED IN THE LAST

INTELLIG TER THAN M S MEN
BUSIED THEMSELV ES ABOUT THEIR VARIOLIS
CONCERNS THEY WERE BEING STUDIED, PERHAPS
AS ONE WIT H A MICROS OPE MIGHT

SCRLITINIZE ATLIQES THAT 5
MULTIPLY IN A DRO OF WATER.

E, 1 D
AND LINSYMPATHETIC REGARDED THIS EARTH
WITH ENV. S EYES, AND SLOWLY AND SURELY
DREW THEIR PLANS AGAINST US.

I MIGHT NEVER HAVE HEARD
OF THE ERUPTION AT ALL HAD
I NOT MET OcILvY, TH(%MER

LOOKING AT THE RED PLANET
THROLIGH THE BIG TELESCORPE.
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THAT'S

AMAZING WHAT DO you
PROFESSOR/ THINK IT

YES, IT IS/ A
%ECOND BHﬁST

“F

TWI RYING TO
HOLIRS AFTER ) SIGNAL Us?
THE FIRST.
NOTHING
LIKE THIS HAS
EVER BEEN

OBSERVED
BEFORE ON THE
PLANET MARS.

H, NO/ IT IS PURELY A NATLIRAL
PHENOMENON, I ASSURE YOU. IT MIGHT BE SEVERAL NIGHTS LATER I WENT FOR A WALK WITH MY
THAT METEORITES ARE FALLING IN A HEAW W. HE STATION IN THE DIST ANCE
SHOWER UPON THE PLANET, ORAH E E TH, OF SHUNTING TRAINS, RINGING
VOLCANIC EXPLOSION IS IN PQOGQE IT AND RUMBLING, SOFTENED ALMOS INTO MELODY
LUNLII EVOLLTION H THE DISTANCE. IT SEEMED SO SAFE AND TQANOHIL

F ANYTHII
MAN-LIKE ON MARS IS A MILLION TO ONE. THERE'S WHAT ALL THE
EXCITEMENT IS ABOLT,
THAT ORANGE DOT, MARS.

AS WE WATCHED THE SKY, THE FIRST OF THE

CYLINDERS THAT WOLILD BRING SO MLIC] THEN CAME THE NIGHT OF THE FIRST F ALLING STAR.

CALAMITY AND DEATH TO THE EARTH WAS ONLY VE SEEN IT AND TAKEN IT FOR
AWAY, L%LINCSIEVDEZ%?M A

DRE
SWIFTLY AND STEADILY TOWARDS OUR PLANET. PI’EI DCOM%TQN' ROSE EARLY WITH THE IDEA OF
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AND FIND IT HE

DID, AT THE
SAND PITS!

THE STORY WAS
SO R

THERE MUST BE A
MAN INSSIEE TEVING

O ESCAPE!
HAVE TO HELP HI/W

LOOK AT THE SHAPE! IT MUST BE ARTIFICIAL.
I'/A GOING DOWN TO TAKE A CLOSER LOOK.

NO, PROFESSOR/ IT'S
TOO HOT. STAY BACK/

BY THE NEXT

WE SHOLILD SEE ABOUT BUILDING A
FENCE. SOMEONE IS GOING TO FALL
N AND GET HURT.

IR EN2 By anelwlde Lafhes LOmiC Boak

[=F=] (0]




SUDDENLY THE LID FELL
OFF! I THINK EVERVONE
EXPECTED TO SEE A MAN
EMERéE——POSSIBLY
SOMETHING A LITTLE
LINLIKE us EAQT HMEN,

UT ALL IN ALL
SOMETHIN6 HUMAN...

WHAT IS THAT?
A SNAKE?

TWO BULKY CREATURES WITH TENTACLES APPEARED AND
WATCHED US WITH LUMINOUS DISK-LIKE EYES. THE
CROWD RETREATED IN FEAR, AND I WENT WITH THEM.

TIME TO GO BUT MUMMY, T
7 WANT TO WATCH
HOME, TIN THE MARS MEN.

2

=Y

NOTHING HAPPENED FOR A WHILE AND PEOPLE BEGAN TO MOVE BACK TOWARD THE EDGE
OF THE PIT. THEN A FUNNEL-LIKE OBJECT ON A METAL STALK ROSE INTO THE AIR.

TR

SUDDENLY THERE WAS A FLASH AND A
GHOSTLY BEAM LEAPT TOWARD THE MAN
CLOSEST TO THE PIT. HE BURST INTO FLAME/

MAN, ANIMAL AND TREE TLIRNED TO FLAME AT THE TOLICH
OF THIS HORRIBLE HEAT RAY. I RAN AND RAN. T
WAS BEING PLAYED WITH, THAT ON THE VERGE OF 5A

- THIS MYSTERIOUS DEATH WOLILD LEAP AFTER ME FROM
THE PIT AND STRIKE ME DOWN.

EVENTUALLY, T REACHED THE SAFETY
OF THE WOODS, BUT IT WAS CLEAR
THE WAR WITH MAQS HAD BEGLIN...
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I STUMBLED HOME THROUGH THE GATHERING
ARKNESS E MARTIAN E HEAT RAY I TOLD HER EVERYTHING THAT HAD HAPPENED OUT ON

X

S e CEN THOSE FANTAs'f'Ic THE COMMON THAT DAY.

coLlLo
THINGS’ MY WIFE SAW MY STRICKEN FACE.
I CAN'T BELIEVE IT. ALL THOSE PEOPLE LYING THERE
DEAD! WHAT IF THE MARTIANS COME HERE?

DEAR, WHAT’S THE MATTER?
YOU LOOK TERRIBLE/

DON'T BE CONCERNED. THE GRAVITY

THE NEXT DAY A COMPANY OF SOLDIERS CAME THROLIGH
T D DEPLOYED ALONG THE EDGE OF THE COMMON
TO KEEP THE MARTIANS FROM LEAVING THEIR CRATER.

THERE IS A RUMOR THAT THEY ARE ALSO GOING TO
SEND SOME MACHINE GLUNS AND HEAVY ARTILLARY!

THAT NIGHT ANOTHER CYLINDER LANDED NEAR
Oﬁ%\lél IN THE FIRST PITT E MARTIANS WERE

THE NEXT MORNING I THOUGHT I WOLILD WALK INTO
TOWN TO GET THE LATEST NEWS.

G
CRAWLED OLIT LIPON THE COMMON WERE NEVER
HEARDFROMA AIN. NOW AND AGAIN A LIGHT,
LIKE THE BEAM OF A WARSHIP'S SEARCHLIGHT,
SWEPT THE OMMON, AND THE HEAT RAY WAS
READY TO FOLLOW.

S0 LINAPPROACHABLE., IT W
INTI ERESTING TO KNOW HOW THEY
E ON ANOTHER PLANET.

I EXPECT THE IT'S A PITY THEY MAKE THEMSELVES
ARMY WILL OLLD BE

MOVE IN AND
FINISH THEM
TODAY.

- e o o —— —
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BY EARLY EVENING WE HAD
COVERED THE 12 MILES TO
HER COUSIN’S HOME.

PLEASE
STAY. I HAVE
AN AWFUL

FEELING
ABOUT THIS...

WHAT WAS
THAT/?/

PACK SOME THINGS. I'M RENTING
HORSE AND WAGON AND TAKING YOU TO
YOUR COUSIN'S HOUSE IN LEATHERHEAD!

ON THE RETURN TRIP IT STARTED 2AININ6

LIGHTNING FLASHED AND THLUNDER RO IN THE
WOODS I THOUGHT I SAW SOMTHIN MOVIN6, ButT
IN THE DARK IT WAS HARD TO BE SLRE.
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